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CAI{ YOU HEAR ME?

Sound Reinforcement at the U3A Lectures
As many of you will know, the Sound Reinforcement equipment used at the U3A lecture each
Wednesday leaves something to be desired. The problem is compounded by the fact that we have no
fixed venue. The two halls we use have no audio equipment installed so we have to take our own
equipment to each venue. Leslie Barker and his helpers have to assemble it each week with the most
irksome task being fixing the long speaker wires to the floorwith sticky tape to prevent damage or
accident.
The amplifier and speaker size at 15W total is too small for the size of hall so the sound is frequently
distorted since we have to set the operating level near to overload. As most of us are not still in the
flush of youth, it is essential to have the best sound possible so that we can hear what the lecturer says
clearly. Because we have to move the gear each week, the weight and size of the equipment needs to
be kept small. Finally any spend on new equipment has to be relatively low cost since the U3A is not a
rich organisation.
A sub committee has discussed the issue and agreed the best way forward using much of what we
currently possess with minor modifications along with about 8300 of new equipment. The new
equipment is mainly two radio linked powered speaker units which can deliver a sustained 100W of
audio power distributed across four speakers placed two on each side of the hall. Thus it will only be
necessary to plug each speaker system into the nearest mains socket with no wires to connect. lt
planned to do the work over the Easter break.
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I am confident that the proposalwill give a significantly improved system that will be easierto
assemble. To keep the price down, we are buying separate bits (Transmitter, Receivers and Powered
Speakers) and plan to mount the parts in two open cabinets. We will need the services of a carpenter.
At the time of writing we have one volunteer but l'm sure he would love to hand it over to someone else
if anyone has a buming desire to contribute their skills.

lf anyone out there has the skills and would like to help by making the two small cabinets please
contact me on 01438 715694 or at techdoll@btinternet.com.
John Middleton

Garden group
Spring is sprung, the grass is riz, and now we know where the gardeners iz!
This year has seen the groMh in membership of the Gardening Group. The seeds of the idea planted
by Peter Jenkins (so long ago!) have taken root, sprouted and blossomed. Peter has now retired from
his role as coordinator and we would like to acknowledge his work and thank him for his steady input
and influence in the development of the group. Thank you Peter
We are gratefulto Rosemary Mitchellforthe
donation of a screen for use at the Verulam Close
Community Rooms. This will be stored in a locked
cupboard and be available for use by the gardening
and architecture graups.

Our meetings take the form 'speaker-led
sessions or day trips to visit notable gardens
not too far away. The 'Good, the Bad and The
Ugly' proved to be a fascinating talk on fungi
and was just one of several interesting talks in
the Autumn Term. During the Spring and
Summer we hope to visit Myddleton House,
Saville Gardens, Doccwras and Manor House,
which has wonderful displays of clematis in
natural settings. Watch the notice board.

Thank you to all who have contributed to this
newsletter. With such a wealth of input,
covering six pages, I have decided to put
pages 5 & 6 on the web site and on copies
sent by e-mail. Copies will also be posted on
the notice board. Pages 5 & 6 contain
Myrtle's and Stuart's AGM reports.

Mary Middleton has agreed to be our
coordinator and can be contacted on 01438
715694 for further information about the
Group's activities. New members are welcome.
Rita Miller
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NEXT ISSUE AT END OF MAY
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