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In this month in London……
• 23 March 1668: Bawdy House Riots break out
• 2 March 1717: The first ballet in Britain is performed, shown at the Theatre Royal, 

Drury Lane, ‘The Loves of Mars and Venus’
• 11 March 1791: the first of Joseph Haydn’s ‘London Symphonies’, No 96, is 

performed at the Hanover Square Rooms
• 20 March 1819: Burlington Arcade opens
• 21 March 1825: British première of Beethoven's Symphony No. 9 is performed by 

the Philharmonic Society of London at its Argyll Rooms (and with the choral "Ode 
to Joy" sung in Italian)

• 25 March 1843: Marc Isambard Brunel's Thames Tunnel, the first tunnel under the 
river, opens to pedestrians

• 15 March 1856: the first Oxford-Cambridge boat race to use the  current course is 
held

• 29 March 1871: Royal Albert Hall opens in South Kensington; it incorporates a 
grand organ by Henry Willis & Sons, the world's largest at the time

• 15 March 1909: Selfridge’s opens
• 8 March 1941: At least 34 people are killed when a German bomb hits the Café de 

Paris nightclub
• 29 March 1981: London marathon first run



The Bawdy House Riots of 1668
• Sparked by Dissenters against a decision of Charles II to ban 

private lay worship, while at the same time turning a blind 
eye to the equally illegal brothels, or bawdy houses

• Besieged and demolished brothels in the East End and
attacked prostitutes

• Mentioned by Samuel Pepys: “…where great talk of the 
tumult at the other end of the town, about Moore-fields, 
among the ‘prentices, taking the liberty of these holydays 
to pull down bawdy-houses.”

• Fifteen of the ring-leaders tried for high treason, on a 
dubious interpretation of the law, and four eventually 
hanged, drawn and quartered



The first ballet in Britain performed in 1717
• Dance had been included in operas and plays before this, 

but ‘The Loves of Mars and Venus’ was the first work 
performed in Britain to tell a story purely through dance, 
gesture and music alone

• Staged by John Weaver, dancer, choreographer and dancing
master

• Based on a play of the same name by Peter Anthony 
Motteux, presented in six short scenes lasting about 40 
minutes. 

• Successful – Colly Cibber, the actor-manager and Poet 
Laureate said, “…the Fable of Mars and Venus, was form’d
into a connected Presentation of Dances in Character, 
wherein the Passions were so happily expressed, and the 
whole Story so intelligibly told, by a mute Narration of 
Gesture only, that even thinking Spectators allow’d it both a 
pleasing and a rational Entertainment”



First of Haydn’s ‘London Symphonies’ 
performed in 1796

Symphony No 96 
completed by Hadyn in 
1791 as part of the set of 
symphonies composed on 
his first trip to London. It
was performed at the 
Hanover Square Rooms on
11 March 1791. Although 
it is the fourth by number 
of the London 
Symphonies, it was the 
first to be written and 
performed

Hanover Square concert rooms



Burlington Arcaded opens in 1819

• The arcade was built in 1818 to the order of 
George Cavendish, 1st Earl of Burlington, 
younger brother of William Cavendish, 5th 
Duke of Devonshire, who had inherited the 
adjacent Burlington House, on what had been 
the side garden of the house and was 
reputedly to prevent passers-by throwing 
oyster shells and other rubbish over the wall 
of his home



British premier of Beethoven’s 9th

Symphony in 1825
• In 1822, the Philharmonic Society  decided to offer £50 for a new 

symphony. The minutes stated: "10. November 1822. Resolved that 
an offer of £50 be made to Beethoven for a M[anu].S[cript]. 
Sym[phony]

• Presented at a concert arranged by The Philharmonic Society on 21 
March 1825. Billed as "New Grand Characteristic Sinfonia, MS., with 
Vocal Finale…”

• Mixed reviews:

‘Harmonicum’:  “…it is at least twice as long as it should be.... The 
last movement, a chorus... does not... mix up with the three first 
movements.... hope that this new work of the great Beethoven 
may be put into a more produceable form; that the repetitions 
may be omitted, and the chorus removed altogether..” 

‘Quarterly Musical Magazine and Review’: [I]ts length alone will 
be a never-failing cause of complaint....... I must consider this new 
symphony as the least excellent of any Beethoven has produced



Argyll Rooms on Regent 
Street. Burnt down in 
1830, and the site was 
occupied by Dickins and 
Jones



Marc Brunel’s Thames Tunnel opens in 
1843

• Project began in 1825
• Met severe difficulties – flooded several times, 

and abandoned in 1828
• Work started again in 1835 and finally opened

to the public on 25 March 1843
• Not a success – as the access was by spiral 

staircase, couldn’t be used by vehicles 
• Eventually incorporated into railway network 

and now part of London Overground



Original entrance shaft to the 
Thames Tunnel

Inside the Thames Tunnel in the 
mid-19th century



Royal Albert Hall opens in 1871

• Was initially to have been called ‘Central Hall of 

Arts and Sciences’, but changed to ‘Royal Albert 

Hall of Arts and Sciences’ by Queen Victoria on 

laying the foundation stone in 1867

• Acoustics were initially awful – it was jokingly 

said that the Hall was “…the only place where a 
British composer could be sure of hearing his 
work twice”

• Initially solved with canvas awning



The Café de Paris is hit by a bomb on 8 
March 1941 

• Coventry Street –one of the top night-clubs in London 
and the Prince of Wales was a regular guest

• On 8 March 1941, bombs fell through the ventilation 
shaft during a German raid, and exploded in front fo
the stage, killing 34 people including the band-leader 
Ken ‘Snakehips’ Johnson

• One survivor was cheered by the crowd outside when, 
on being carried out on a stretcher, he shouted to them 
“At least I didn’t have to pay for dinner”



Ken ‘Snakehips’ Johnson

The Café de Paris on the 
morning after the raid


